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there was enough at Museyib to keep us going for
two or three days, and on the afternoon of the 2ist
May I got on board a maheila and floated down to
Hillah, leaving two officers who had been working
with me for ten days to carry on at Museyib. After
a restful fourteen hours on the river, which re-
minded me of my raft journey down the Tigris, I
reached Hillah at four in the morning on the 22nd,
sent for all the merchants, and introduced myself
as the officer who had been taking barley at
Museyib.
" I want to take some of your barley now," I
said, " but I am not sure about the rate. I under-
stand that all your grain comes up from Afej and
Daghara. How far away are they ? "
" As from Museyib to Hillah/' said an old grey-
beard.
" And maheilas are expensive nowadays, are they
not ? " I said. " Why, they tell me at Museyib that
it costs three or even four rupees a ton to bring up
grain from Hillah. I am very anxious to fix the
price correctly here, and would be glad if you
would tell me if this is really so. How much do you
pay per ton from Afej and Daghara ? Surely not so
much as three rupees ? "
" Three rupees ? " said the old man. " Three
rupees ? By God, we pay four ! "
All the merchants then began shouting at the top
of their voices. " What is this ? What does he say ?
Four rupees ? Nay, by God, four and a half! Say
five ! Say five and a quarter ! Who says five and a
quarter ? I ask pardon of God. What does he say ?
By God, we pay five and a half! "
When the tumult was at its height, a little Jew
came in who turned out to be the most important